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--AND WONPER WHO
IT IS THAT IS STARING §
BACK AT YOU?

VE BEEN POING
THAT A LOT LATE!




LUNDERNEATH THIS MASK My [ i 3 3 i
M NAve (S PETER PARKER. )8 B |
I S LIKE SOMETHING OUT |

- it il OF A comic BOooK

IN THE COSTUME IM IN I GO
BY THE NAME SPIPER-MAN.

THE WHOLE THING... COSTUMED IPENTITY...
SUPER-VILLAINS... SAVING THE WORLD...
SEEMS SO RIDICULOUS.

BUT [T /S WHAT PASSES
B FOR MY REAL LIFE.

NORMAN OSBORN, THE GREEN GOBLIN,
S W ARCH-NEMESIS. HON OFTEN PO YoU
GET TO USE THAT TERM IN A SENTENCE?

THIS IS HIS MASK ITM
LPING IN MY HAND. HiIT
i

YOU SEE NORMAN IS THE KIND OF
SUPER-VILLAIN WHO NOT ONLY WANTS
TO TAKE OVER THE WORLP, BUT WANTS
TO MAKE SURE HE SCREWS UP MY LIFE
AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE WHILE POING IT.

SOMEHOW... HE ALWAYS
COMES BACK TO MAKE MY
LIFE A LIVING HELL. =
—rr e,
K
(o]

B THiS TIME AROLIND... LAS

T WEEK IN -——"”I
REAL TIME... HE WAS WORKING ON
THIS WHOLE PRUGGING SLASH
MIND-CONTROL THING. B j Ill

P ME MASQUERAPING AS THE
GREEN GOBLIN WITHOUT MY
KNOWING ABOUT IT.

S, === ==

ipeA OF STUFF TM
NOT PROUR OF. PUT A
SCARE TO A LOT OF
PLE I CARE ABOUT.
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THIS WAS ALL PART OF
SOME CRAZY RIGHT-OUT-
OF-STAR WARS DEA

THING 1S, EVEN WITH My
HAVING BEATEN NORMAN

INSIDE
HE TOUCHED
REAL TENDER SPOT
OF MIN

THEY WERE KILLED IN
A PLANE CRASH WHEN
1 WAS JUST A KID.

GROWING UP, T
T

HOW COULD T KNOW WHO |
I WAS IF T DIDN'T KNOW
WHERE I CAME FROM?

o S, TP

MY MEMORIES OF THEM ESPECIALLY .
ARE STILL 50 FUZZY. MY PAD.

AGAIN...
.IT'S HAD ME TURNED
OUT EVER SINCE.
onA B =
.
I NEVER REALLY
KNEW MY REAL
ll Hom AND DAD.
- FEr

=t

i

IPONT REALLY KNOW
IF I REMEMBER HIM
AT ALL OR IF TM JUST
REMEMBERING THE
STORIES AUNT MAY TOLD

Bl ME NIGHT AFTER NIGHT.

FTER ALL THE |
QUESTIONS
HE RAISED..
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EVEN WITH THE CURRENT |

DEVELOFPMENT TRE!
THERE ARE STILL SOME

SLICES OF WHAT USED TO ||
BE REAL NEIGHBORHOODS

LEFT IN THE CITY.

AND THE

THE COST OF DOING g
BUSINEES AND 4

- - - THIS AINT No :
OLe MAN R?ENZETTTaPEHED HiS NEIGHBORHOOD
CIGAR SHOP TIME BEFORE NO MORE. 4

2]
CIGARS ;vszs ms “ive 7rme. [l

FORE SUPER-MOPELS Pose'p oN
GLOSSY MAGAZINE COVERS WITH
416.4-75 SMUGGLED I FROM CUBA
STUCK BETWEEN THEIR COLLAGEN-

FILLED LIPS.

: K
THING, THAT SHORT HAIRY

Uy HEOM CANAPA.

WANT A FANCY
ADDRESS SO THEY
N PRETEND
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PRAGGING
You Pow




You stand on the steps of a whole new adventure. Pokémon™ Gold & Silver for Game Boy” Color. With tons of new characters.
New POKEGEAR. Plus lots of interesting twists and special surprises. It's the latest and greatest chapter in the Pokémon saga.

1835-2000 Ninfando/Craatures inc /RAME FREAK in na Himtendn of America Int. S 2060 Nintzndo of Amenca inc. Games and Game Boy sofd separately. www.pokemon.com



DAD POESN'T LOOK NEVER WAS MUCH ¥ BUT HE PID IPOLIZE
TOO HAPPY TO BE OF A PREENER, THAT HIS BIG BROTHER

TAKEN, AUNT
MAY.

I REMEMBER
TAKING THIS |
PICTURE OF THE JA

THEY WERE UNPERAGE, " I REMEMBER
HAD TO LIE TO GET IN. HOW WORRIED
BEN ABOLT,

I WAS JUST REALIZING THAT I PON'T REALLY
REMEMBER HIM ALL THAT MUCH. T WASN'T
MUCH MORE THAN A BABY WHEN HE AND MOM
5 PRETTY GOOP PICTURE OF 3
MY MOM IN MY MIND, BUT DAD... EVENTS OF THIRTY OR
— IT'S LIKE FORTY YEARS AGO THAN
THé. MEMORY IS IT IS YESTERDAY.

FAPING... JUST
LIKE THE
. PICTURE.




MAKES ME
{ REALIZE I REALLY
NEVER PID KNOW
B Him.

e e

ik,




IF You LET IT,
IT CAN CHANGE THE WAY
You LOOK AT THE WORLD
WE LIVE IN, SON, BUT -

THAT'S THE LAST
CONVERSATION I NEED
TO GET INVOLVED IN. GOT

ENOUGH OF SUPER-VILLAINS IN
THE OTHER PART OF MY LIFE.

HOW ARE YOU
POING, PETER? HOW
ARE VOSPI:’DLDINE




nghly defalled, ,
'ea.cy to-gecemble model
kitg of your favorite.




—
HEY, PAD! 1

SURE, SON. TLL
" BE RIGHT THERE.

YOU KNOW, PETER, IF YOU WANT TO
LEARN ABOLT YOUR DAP... YOUR
AUNT AND SOME OLD PHOTOS
AREN'T GOING TO GIVE YOU
_ THE REAL STORY. _

You 6ot
TO FIND SOMEONE
WHO REALLY KNEW
HIM. AN OLD BUDPY OR

SOMETHING.

THIS 15 [T... MY PAD'S ALUNT MAY SAID SHE
oLe ETOMF‘ING HAPN'T

ETTY

MANHATTAN IN

THE MICDLE OF
THE PAY ]




I PON'T THINK WE'RE
DONE HERE, DAD. PO [ | SWEET I SHOULD HAVE KNOWN IT
E i ! BE?

THE MINUTE I LAIP EYES ON
YOU! IT'S LIKE TM LOOKING

You REALLY HAV
_AT HiS TWIN/




AUNT OF YOURS? |
THAT MAY PARKER...

T
j SEA
WHAT A PISTOL! MY FIRST
CRUSH, YOU KNOW! ms\wm THE BREEZE.

M- A
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IGUEL VARGAS Cf.ﬁdfﬁ
IFTER ANOTHER FEHITLEs
DAY IN BUSINESS,

NO POINT IN
STAYING OPEN
THESE DAYS,

BUT I LIKE IT HERE. LIKE THE
REGULARS THAT COME INTO

THE SHOP JUST FOR THAT
\ SPECIAL CUP OF COFFEE.

NOCAPPLICC! 05... NO

i I GReEW UP IN
THIS NEIGHBORHOOD
AND T'LL BE DAMNED IF

T'M GOING TO LET SOME BlG-

TIME SUTS PUSH ME OUT —




ON SALE NEXT WEEK

CAPTAIN AMERICA 38 )

The Super Soldier is determined o settle his
feud with Protocide—even if he has to launch a
ane-man invasion of A.l.M.'s HQ! By Dan Jurgens!

CAPTAIN MARVEL #11 )

The Psycho-Man has conguered the Microverse.
Next stop: Earth! By Peter David & Chriscross!

FANTASTIC FOUR: TWECM # )

The House celebrates the FF's 40th
Anniversary wilh a year-long, action-packed
adventure! By Erik Larsen & a calvacade of creators!

The Hulk has been smart, savage and every-
thing in between. But did you know that he was
also once a sidekick? By Paul Jenkins &
Bill Sienkiewicz!

INCREDIBLE HULK #23 )

Fixit? And how does it connect to the embarrassing

Kyle Hotz!

IRON FIST/WOLVERINE #4 )

Will Danny Rand make the final sacrifice to
save Tokyo? And if so, will Logan kick the snot

KILLRAVEN )

Journey 1o the year 2020 and witness th
return of the fighting-mad Martian-mauler,
Killraven! By Joe Linsner!

Do New York's Finest view Spider-Man as a
hero or a menace? Find out in this stand-alone,

Songhird and Captain Marvel were an item in
AVENGERS FOREVER, but will it be love at firs
{ight? By Fabian Nicieza & Mark Bagley!

ULTIMATE X-MEN #1 )

By Mark Millar & Adam Kubert!

Amy Stringer is a mutant in danger—but can
Scott Lobdell & Essad Ribic!

X-MAN #72 )
Qabiri wants to “cleanse™ our world, but Nate
Grey is going to wrap his mop around his head!
By Steven Grant & Ariel Olivetti!

X-MEN #109 3

HULK/SENTRY bR

What does the Chicago mob want with Mr. |

secret of Nobby Stiles? By Paul Jenkins & |

out of Junzo Muto? By Jay Faerber & Jamal Igle!

PETER PARKER: SPIDER-MAN #25 ) |

street level story! By Paul Jenkins & Joe Bennett! |

THUNDERBOLTS #47 ) |

Hot on the heels of ULTIMATE SPIDER-MAN |
comes a fresh look at the world’s #1 super team!

UNCANNY X-MEN 2000 ) |

Professar X get her to make the right choice? By |

It's holiday time at the X-Mansion—as the 100-
Page Manster strikes! By Chris Claremont & Leinil Yu!

S S
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~ following new fealures:

| Think the changes triggered by Joe 0. and Bill

J. were limited to our comics? There's a
revolution afoot, friends, and it's spread from
the printed page to your computer screen.

For five years | worked in Marvel's Direct Sales
department, spreading the Marvel message to
the world. That meant creating our manthly
catalog, ads, P.0.P. items and hooking ouside
sources (i.e. Diamond, Wizard, CBG,
Ei i Weekly, papers, eic.) up
with materials for media coverage. In essence
| became a funnel for all of the wild art and info
{lowing through The House. But a quick move to
Marvel New Media means | can now cut out the
middieman and speak directly with you at
marvel.com!

It you haven't checked out our official site
lately, you need to surf there pronto. The site's
been totally revamped by Steve Milo, Sarah
DeSanti, Jeff Youngquist and the entire New
Media Machine with an eye on increasing
content, easing navigation and decreasing )
download times. Now you’ll find daily updates
that take you behind the scenes with the

* MARVEL SPOTLIGHT: What's the
coolest book of the week? We'll make our
pick... and show you interior pages days before
it hits the stands!

» SNEAK PEEK: Covers, interior art,
character designs... you get to see anything
cool we find in the editors’ offices!

* MARVEL BUZZ: The House makes headlines
on all of the comic sites... and we collect the
news so you don't have to search all day!

* SHOWBIZ: Twice a week ace reporter
Rob Allstetter brings you the latest from all of
the Marvel projects currently in production...
like Spider-Man and Blade: Bloodhunt!

* MARVEL SEARCH ENGINE: Type in a
character's name... we'll deliver a cornucopia
of content!

= COMICS ON SALE: Each month's
offerings... now with more art and befter
organization!

= POWER POLL: Updated to let you speak
out on the latest hot topics!

* CHARACTER HANDBOOK: Tons of new
entries... now synched with key comics!

* YOUR MAN @ MARVEL: You wanted
more reports from inside The House... and now
he delivers every Monday, Wednesday' and
Friday!

Daily insider updates. Tons of content. Quick
download times. Viva la revolution!

2

Bill Rosemann
Online Editorial Manager

OKING FOR THE
ST COMICS

Deslgn by the Marvel Bullpen's PAUL TUTRONE






THIS IS
0 STRANGE.
EJCC))ING TO GET
LI

UT... CALL
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CORRESPONDENCE COURSES
FOR COMIC BOOKS

*FAX: 1-973-537-7699 *ADDRESS: 37 Myrtle Ave. Dept M, Dover, NJ 07801

J
CONTACT US: ‘PHONE: 1-973-537-7760 -TOLL-FREE: 1-877-JKWORLD (559-6753) _
T

\

AVAILABLE COURSES:

HEROES AND SLUPERHEROES
HOW TC CREATE, DESIGN, AND
ILLUSTRATE SUPERHERC STORIES.

*STORY-GRAPHICS
LEARN TO TELL A STORY IN GRAPHIC
FORM WITH YOUR OWN STYLE OF ART.

HORROR
CREATE YOUR OWN EERIE PANEL-TO-
PANEL STORY ART.

PENCILING
LEARN THE ART OF PENCILING FROM

LAYOLITS TO BREAKDOWNS TO FINISHES.

INKING
LEARN TO USE THE TOOLS OF
THE TRADE: PEN, BRUISH AND INK.

WEBSITE: www.kubertsworld.com <E-MAIL: k1 :hat@intranid na

TM & © 2006 MARVEL

“YOUR INSTRUCTORS HAVE BEEN
MOST HELPFUL. THEIR POSITIVE
ENCOURAGEMENT AND TIPS ON
IMPROVING MY COMPOSITION HAVE
DONE A WORLD OF GOOD."
-VICTOR J. MILLER, SR, USA

"I WAS REALLY (AND T

MEAN REALLY!) IMPRESSED

AND HAPPY WITH THE QUALITY

F THE COLIRSES."

~THOMAS WLT FRANCE

“THANKS AGAIN... FOR PROVIDING
A PERSON SUCH AS MYSELF WITH
THE OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN."
-PANIEL BELIC, AUSTRALIA

"I HAVE LEARNED MORE ABOUT
PENCILING IN THIS SHORT TIME-
THAN IN THE FIFTEEN YEARS

T'VE BEEN TRYING TO BREAK

INTO THIS INDUSTRY/"

~SANDY CARRUTHERS, CANACA




you
WANT TO KNOW
YOUR DAD W

TLL GIVE
YOU A PRIME

"COLFLDN'T HEAR WHAT WAS BEING SAID,
THE SERVICE. CAME BACK TO THE OLD \ i BUT YOU COULD TELL THAT THINGS
STOMPING GROUNDS TO RAIS'E A LIT‘I'LE WERE GOING TO COME TO BLOWS.
EUT MOSTLY TO RELAX 4 2

“IT WAS NIGHTTIME... REALLY EARLU’
MORNINE WE'P HAD A PRETTY HEAVY
NIGHT OF PARTYING.

S
GO HOME AND
6553' SOME SLEEP

WE CAN GET
UP ANP PARTY THE
NEXT NIGHT.

POWN IN SOME ALLEY.

GE'T' HALFWAY POWN THE
N.LEV. WE CAN HEAR THE
ARGUING LOUPER ANP LOUPER,
AND THEN THE FIRST BLOW.

*THE BIG GUY IS PRACTICALLY SNORTING
| FIRE AT THIS POINT, PETE. HE'S STARING

POWN AT YOUR PAR AND I COULD SWEAR
d HE'S GOING TO BITE HIS HEAD OFF

e

E "YOUR PAD ..IUST SMIL% ANP ASKS WHAT'S
GOING ON. LIKE IT WAS NO‘I’HINE

T

“THEN, BEFORE I CAN DO
ANUTHING TO STOP Hit, HE
| TakES A SWING AT YGUR DAD

YANP THEN 1 WATCHED THE MOST |
AMAZING THING I EVER SAW. |




= — = e

| “THERE WaS THE BIGGEST GLY I EVER SAW GETTING
| READY TO BEAT THE HECK OUT OF A LITTLE GLUY.

| THiS GUY WAS HuGE, PETE... I KID YOU NOT/

BIGGER THAN ME! === —————

[ vour DAP... HE NEVER COULD
smnm? A suu_u SoHe
| WALKS RIGHT UP AND &

=] IN THIS MOUNTAIN'S FACE

[“our oAD... wuo was [z WAS HURT, STAGEERED BACK, :
PRETTY GOOD IN A | "BUT HE DIDNT TAKE A SHOT 7
| SCRAP FOR F\ LITTLE = | AT THE 5”5’ YOUR PAD KNEW A ’
| 6. TAKES THE | 121 | THING OR TWO, M S
: PUNCH. = || HE COULD'VE TAKEN THE BIG GLUY
OUT, BUT HE DIDN'T. INGTEAD...
3
N ) : 4
™ it ; {
e .
i ) > \
3
A~
5 N | “He Lookep up
| AT dim Ao
BN pskep, ‘vou
6605 B.0M T00.. | AT ONE? oW =
] m 1| BUT YOUR pAD i "ﬂﬁ’,ﬂf ﬁ%g
; T e | | vou FeeL? FeeL
: , | " LikE TALKING
| " wow

TM & © 2006 MARVEL

*THE aUY
PROPPED HIS
HANPS..."

6 of v




7 (N THE END THE ¥ your PAD AND T " COULP'VE GONE WILO
FATHER ANP SON NEVER SPOKE ABOUT ON THE 6UY. PROBABLY
WALKED AWAY. WHAT HAPPENED. o COULD"

. BAD, BUT HE DIDN'T, e

; TM NOT THE
ONLY FRIEND YOUR
PAP HAD. YOUVE GOT

GOOD MAN, YOUR DAD, I
| HOPE YOURE DOING HIM PROLD.

8l SPIDER-SENSE IS GOING )
WILD AGAIN. THIS 15 £
SOMET




ez :s Hershey Fosas Corsoratian Www.harsheys.com

Introducing TWIST-n-FILL™ Cherry goo in a watermelon twist.

TM & © 2006 MARVEL




MIKE!
W WHAT /S THIS™ HELP
i THING?

ms onc.nv. MIGUEL... NOT GOING TO LET
I'M NOT GOING  , HIM G-ALIRT AW:JNE

You THINK
You 60T IT IN
You TO FACE THE
POWER OF...

//‘ TM & © 2006 MARVEL



HOW ABOUT = THE SQUIP... THE
WE GIVE IT  SQUIP... T RECOGNIZE
A TRY? YOU FROM...

=
&
=

PLEASE TELL ME
You MADE THIS
STUFFTUP INA

LABORATORY AND
THAT IT'S NOT A

1DONT
EVEN WANT TO

| THINK ABOUT

= T's COMING FROM.

TM & © 2006 MARVEL



IT's )
repLy e siiooy,
, Time FOR THIS

INTER

RIGHT IN THE
HEAP. HE'S GOT
PROBLEMS.

:j@‘*"::‘,' “;'-_;"=K_'~.»‘7> -

\ N
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THE ULTIMATE X-MEN

THEY'RE HERE—AND THEY'RE IN YOUR FACE

Get to know the Children of

. the Atom—the world’s most awesome

. mutants—as you never have before in the

- most comprehensive guide to the X-Men ever!
Check out The Ultimate X-Men and you’ll find:

- = Nearly 600 full-color images

* 40 never-hefore-seen illustrations created
just for this book

. o Stills from the movie and Fox TV series
* A foreword from X-Men creator Stan Lee

* An afterword from X-Men author Chris
Claremont

. From the sixties to today, catch the shocking
. stories, the bizarre mysteries, and the

. mind-bending secrets behind the X-Men.

AND DON'T MISS THE X-MEN READERS— .,
PERFECT FOR KIDS: !

“ CREATING TrE @ i S0 o @
B ANNNIR A\
R ANt \

: T\‘“{"f"

WHEREVER BODKS ARE SOLD

- AVAILABLE
@‘ BRINGS THE X-MEN HOME!
dk.com

Comic Books
ComeToLire

The e, ki f charace e s esms Benc, ™ 4 © 2000 ! Chcrs . oo B Mo




THESE YEARS AND NEVER
COULD SEE IT.
I PONT KNOW
WHAT TO PO ANYMORE

DONNY. TVE TRIED |
/ MY BEST. ‘
TN

50 HELP ME, ~ YOU'RE GUESS IVE JUST BEEN
DON%W. TLL... 5 RIGHT. HANDLING IT WRONG ALL
LL...

LAURA IS MY GIRLERIEND. SHE SAID
WE PIPN'T HAVE TO BE PUSHED AROUND
ANYMORE. NOT BY OUR PARENTS...
NOT B4 ANVONE!

TRIED TO BE
A GOOP FATHER
AFTER YOUR MOM




BET CHUGHTIN THE LB SUBSCRIGE TUJFI':!’

For $23.97- A savings of §3!
i sm«rorummam
30rm1llleshtm.91udumof$15amﬁ

[ Usm | Ultimate Spldcr-qu

] (}XM Ulﬁmate X-Men
VEL HEROES

1 AVE Avengers

O €CAM  Captain America .

1 DEF ' Defenders

O DDY Daredevil

] FAN

O INC -

0 IRM A

O MKN  Marvel Knights

ECOMBO OFFER || S0° Tt
h Amazing Spider-Man
pider-Man for just $37.94

Bishop

Cable

Deadpool
Gambit
Generation X
Mutant X ;
Uncanny X-Men.
Wolverine
X-Force

X-Man

= X-Men
All issues are
. innew weathi cellophane bags! _J X-Men: Thﬁ Hidde <¥ears

mhmu-ﬂ P i

0 Yaa! Sign me up for home defivery
of the comies Pue checked. | deserve the T

most in .wvlngt cohvenience, serviee, SRETADIRES

e e Er——

*

poo0o000D0O0O0DO

an
Chedk off the subscripfions you want delivered o your home # of subsaripti

(12 issues each) and return this page or a copy fo: = —
MARVEL DIRECT MARKETING, Gorgemy: ~ CIVISA T MasterCard

P0. BOX 1979, DANBURY, (T 06813.

Please provide credit card information or make your check or money
[ order payable to “Marvel Direct Morkefing Inc.” For even faster servite
8 coll: (203) 743-5331 Fax: (203) 744-9944 ond have your credit cord

handy! Provide credit cord information when ordering by phone. TR TR R G DR

OFFER mn u"“l 4/0 1 /2°°| & Canoda, odd $10.00 per fifle {in U.S. funds only, indudes GST#R1 27032852). Foreign, 0dd $12 per fitke in U.S. funds

YES, YOU CAN PHOTOCOPY THIS AD! uﬂylﬂmhullm&s!ordzlwwofywﬁﬂmmE@?ﬁWqulEﬂwwln:dﬂng!wlsmemd H12MD6
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CREDIT CARD # EXPIRATIOH DATE

NAME OF CREDIT CARD HOLDER (IF DIFFERENT FROM NAME ABOVE)




YOU CALL THIS POWER. ¥ BOTH OF YOU ARE JUST SiLLY THE PEOPLE WHO LOVEP YOU,
THIS 1S HOW YOU CHOOSE  LITTLE KIPS WHO HAVE GOTTEN LOOKEP AFTER YOU WHEN You

TO Use IT? LIVING IN THE . WERE GROWING UP --
SEWERS WITH THAT HAPPENED Wi
rg;u’q%lg#?; A FORTUNE GOT BEATEN BY You sHouLp

DON'T KL ¢
MAN FOR #¢ )i
_ MISTAKES.







LARA
CASTLE

ASSISTANT J
EDITOR £

Dear Spider’s Web,

It was very nice seeing Erik
Larsen in these pages again. These
last three issues had an energy all to
themselves, and it's very refreshing.
Speaking of refreshing, it was also
extremely nice seeing the black costume
on Spider-Man again. That was
always a favorite of mine, and seeing
it on Venom just isn't the same. It was
nice to see Spidey in it again.

| was very surprised by the death
of Eddie Brock's ex-wife in AMAZING
SPIDER-MAN #19. | have to say, |
didn't see that one coming at all. I'm
not upset in the least, because it was
an interesting story point that
furthered the plot, and it cleared out
some deadwood in the process. That,
and it gives Venom a new reason to
not like Spider-Man.

As for issues #20 and #21, it's
good to see the wrapping up of ald
subplots. While it's interesting to
wonder if J. Jonah Jameson knows
who Spider-Man is, it’s only fun for so
long. It's nice to see this tied up. Also,
the Spider-Slayers are back, and it's
great to see them drawn by Erik. This
has been a great three issues, and I'm
looking forward to the Senator Ward
story conclusion, and the return of
John Romita, Jr!

Daron Jensen
Bourbonnais, IL
daronjensen@hotmail.com

We're pleased that you enjoyed
our little walk down memory lane so
much, Daron. It was indeed nice to
have Mr. Larsen back in these
pages, even if it was only for three
issues. We'd love to have the man
back any time, and since he seems
to be doing quite a bit of work for
this company at the moment, that
time could come prefty darn soon.

Hey, people,

1 think | have it. This issue really
served as an eye-opener for me on a
personal level. | think that | finally see
the difference (or perhaps what's
missing) in these new Spider-books:
Peter's winning. Case in point: he
defeats the ultimate (yes, that's
sarcasm) Spider-Slayer in one page.
Hmm, big deal? In the issue before
this one, we got to see his first
encounter with a Spider-Slayer, and it
took him the whole issue to figure out
a way to defeat it. But the Smythes
have been improving all their models,
right? Guess not, because all Peter
has to do is turn around and hit it a
few times! Now, | know that it's
implied on the next page that Peter
was in a titanic struggle with the
“Ultimate Slayer,” but come on. He
has to outwit the others, not outfight

them. Bad guys shouldn't be subtle! -

So, what's my point, you ask? In
earlier issues (and you know the ones
I'm talking about), we weren't sure
that Peter was going to win. They
were as much about him growing up
as they were about him saving the
day. Now, we only see Peter saving
the day. Peter cleans everyone's

clocks now. What's up with that? Did
he get dumber since he lost his job at
Tricorp? Can’t he outwit anyone
anymore? And don't try to tell me that
realizing the “Uitimate Slayer” was
the focal point was outwitting
Smythe, ‘cause | don't buy it. It was
just common sense, plain and simple.

While I'm on the subject of Peter
growing up, how about this: Gwen's
death shakes him to his core, just like
Uncle Ben's, but MJ dies, and he
opens a box and he’s done with it? He
missed the funeral, right? Have we
seen him go to her grave at all? It's
like she meant nothing to him. One
would think that a death like that
would be a cornerstone in the
Spider-Man universe, but instead, it's
barely a subplot. (This can only mean
one of two things: you have bad
writers, which | doubt, or she’s not
really dead.) The people around Peter
are who make him what he is, but
instead, we just see him beating on
baddies. Are we doomed to see Peter
stay a shadow of his former self? |
hope not.

I'm sure you've had enough of
my criticism by this point. | even want
to tell me to shut up. It's not that the
comics are bad, by any means. It's
just that they could be befter. | think
you guys want that, and I'm sure the
fans want it. Thanks for listening, and
keep up the good work.

Mark Parisi
via the Internet

Thanks for writing, Mark. We’d
love to answer your complaints
point-by-point but that would get in
the way of insulting Ralf down
below, so we hope you'll
understand. Afer all, the two things
aren’t completely unconnected, if
you catch our drift.

Dear Spider’s Web,

Did | miss something? What
exactly did Ralf do to earn such a
record of incompetence? | have to
admit, the constant wisecracks are
starting to get at my funny bone, but
I'd still like to be cleared up on the
matter. The way | see it, either you
guys’ll see that you're teasing him for
a ftruly petty reason (which |
doubt...), or the next time you slam
him, I'll get the full gist of the joke and
bust a button laughing. Until then, I'll
just sit here reading (and enjoying)
my Spidey comics.

Nina Marie
Phoenix, AZ

Some of you may have assumed
that, because this is Ralf’s final
issue of AMAZING SPIDER-MAN, we
would dispense with the usual
insults, japes and jibes, in favor of
something poignant and respectful.
Let us assure you, that is not the
case.

There seems to be a conventional
wisdom shared by the contributors
to this page that we are somehow
only fooling around, poking fun at a
well-liked and well-respected

S D MARVEL

JF YOU PON'T WANT YOUR
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colleague; that while we may poke
fun at personal flaws and foibles,
we do it out of an affectionate
regard; that the character of "Ralf”
is somehow a gross and grotesque
exaggeration of reality. Let us
assure you, that is not the case.

Many have assumed that we
were stretching the truth a bit when
we joked that Ralf threatened to
exhaust our supply of rare and
precious no-prizes; that the
multitude of continuity errors and
glitches were somehow as easily
explained away as we made them
seem in our pat, glib responses. Let
us assure you, that is not the case.

Certainly we were being
hyperholic when we spoke of Ralf’s
attendance. Could any professional
manage to hold down employment
with a track record like that, you
may have wondered? Surely we
were in jest when we suggested that
Ralf’s usual method for avoiding the
traffic on the George Washinglon
Bridge is to delay coming into work
until most people are heading
home. Let us assure you, that is not
the case.

So just in case there was any
room for doubt, in case there was
any one reader out there laboring
under the misconception that “he
couldn't really be that bad, could
he?”—we would like to set the
record straight once and for all. We
do not like Ralf. We do not respect
him. And we certainly wouldn't want
anyone to he left with the
impression that we do.

And just in case you find
yourself wondering if this “final
insult” is really just one long,
grandiose expression of fondness
disguised - as an insult, a veiled
paean of gratitude to an
underappreciated colleague by an
editorial staff that would sooner take
the opportunity to thank and salute
him if only they weren’t too cynical
and emotionally stunted to express
the sentiment...

...Let us assure you,
unequivocably, that is most
definitely not the case.
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